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These four volumes of the letters of Catherine of Siena comprise an indispensable tool for

understanding the life and achievements of this great medieval woman. Catherine, along with

Petrarch, was one of the great correspondents of her age. Nearly 400 of her letters--not the originals

but authentic copies--have come down to us from the 14th century. Suzanne Noffke has done a

masterful job not merely translating the letters into vivid, modern English, but also putting the

undated letters into a sensible chronological order and giving them historical context with excellent

notes and introductions. The four volumes are indexed according to personal names, places, and

themes. Noffke also includes notes on the scientific language analysis that made it possible to date

and relate the letters. The entire project is an undertaking of great and careful scholarship.

I have read (I believe) all of the letters in this book. The book has about 120 letters written by St.

Catherine of Siena. It is a hard cover with 808 pages. The author is St Catherine of Siena, a mystic

(someone who talks directly to God) and doctor of the Catholic Church. The tips in here (I believe)

are invaluable to someone who is seeking spiritual perfection or wishes to gain merit.
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